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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the second Office Action based on the 10/566181 application filed January 27, 
2006. Claims 1-5 and 7-12 as presented February 12, 2009 are currently pending and 
considered below. 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In light of applicant's amendments to the abstract and the claims, the examiner 
hereby withdraws all previous objections to the specification and drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
USPN 5,957,897 to Jeffrey. 

Regarding the above claims, Jeffery discloses the following: 
1 . An actuator and containment device (Fig. 1 0) for a syringe of the type 
comprising at least a barrel (325, 372) and piston means (330) displaceable 
within the barrel to expel any contents of the barrel, usually via a hollow needle 
(320), said device comprising a hollow body (31 1 A, 31 1 B), a spring (323) and a 
plunger (345), in which respect the hollow body has internal latching formations 
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(376) and is adapted to house the syringe barrel and piston means with any 
needle projecting outside the body (Fig. 10), the spring is disposed to act 
between the body and the syringe barrel (Figs. 10-12), which barrel, in initial use 
of the device, is retained against the force of the spring by means of the latching 
formations (Fig. 10), and the plunger is slidably located in the body to displace 
the piston means of the syringe, provides means (378) whereby the latching 
formations of the body can be disengaged from the syringe barrel enabling the 
spring to retract the entire syringe, including any needle, into the hollow body, 
and also provides a chamber for reception of at least a portion of the syringe 
after the spring has so acted (Fig. 12), characterised in that the plunger has 
deflectable edge members (347) whereby it can abut and displace the piston rod 
and the hollow body has internal deflector means (376) which serve to deflect the 
edge members of the plunger out of the path of retraction of the syringe barrel 
(the pressure to release the latching formations (376) flexes the barrel and 
permits release of the piston rod (332) into the plunger (345); Figs. 10-12). 
2. A device according to claim 1 wherein the hollow body is generally of 
cylindrical form and has a longitudinal axis (Figs. 10-12) and also defines a main 
chamber (31 1 B) in which the plunger is slidably located and a forward chamber 
which is of smaller cross-section than the main chamber and extends from the 
main chamber beyond the end of plunger movement to house the syringe barrel 
in initial use of the device (31 1 A). 
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3. A device according to claim 2 wherein the latching formations of the body 
(376) are provided in the main chamber of the body adjacent to the forward 
chamber but lying radially outwardly with respect to the forward chamber (Fig. 
10). 

4. A device according to claim 1 wherein the latching formations extend generally 
parallel with the longitudinal axis of the hollow body to free ends which have 
radially inwardly directed catch means for retaining the syringe barrel against the 
force of the spring (376), the latching formations also being deflectable radially 
outwardly to enable capture of the syringe barrel by said catch means and its 
later release therefrom (Figs. 10-12). 

5. A device according to claim 1 wherein the plunger and the latching formations 
have co-operating surface portions (376, 378) whereby the plunger can effect 
radially outward deflection of the latching formations to release the syringe barrel 
from the catch means (Figs. 10-12). 

7. A device according to claim 1 wherein the hollow body is moulded in one piece 
and the latching formations are integrally moulded therewith (Col. 8, lines 40-45). 

8. A device according to claim 1 wherein the latching formations are 
symmetrically arranged in the interior of the hollow body (Fig. 10). 

9. A device according to claim 1 wherein the deflectable edge members are 
symmetrically arranged at the forward edge of the plunger (Fig. 10). 

10. A device according to claim 1 consisting of only a hollow body (311 A, 31 1B), 
a spring (323) and a plunger (345). 
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11. An assembly comprising a syringe and an actuator and containment device 
for said syringe as claimed in any preceding claim, said syringe comprising a 
barrel (325, 372), a hollow needle (320), and piston means (330) displaceable 
within the barrel to expel contents of the barrel via said needle, wherein the 
hollow body of the device houses the syringe barrel and piston means with the 
needle initially projecting outside the body and the spring is disposed inside the 
body and acts between the body of the device and the barrel of the syringe (Fig. 
10). 

12. An assembly comprising a syringe and an actuator and containment device 
for said syringe as claimed in claim 1, said syringe comprising at least a barrel 
(325, 372) and piston means (330) displaceable within the barrel to expel 
contents of the barrel, usually via a needle (320), wherein the hollow body of the 
device houses the syringe barrel and piston means and the spring is disposed 
inside the body and acts between the body of the device and the barrel of the 
syringe (Fig. 10). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed February 12, 2009 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

5. Regarding applicant's argument that the edge members (347, not 378 as 
described by applicant) of the plunger of Jeffrey are not deflectable, the examiner 
disagrees and notes that nearly anything has some degree of deflectability when force 
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is applied, and this includes the edge members of Jeffrey, and these edge members do 
indeed abut and displace the piston rod. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VICTORIA P. CAMPBELL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5035. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Victoria P Campbell 
Examiner, AU 3763 

/Nicholas D Lucchesi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3763 



